Protective effect of a synthetic peptide comprising the complete preS2 region of the hepatitis B virus surface protein.
A peptide was synthesized containing the entire 55 amino acid residue sequence of the hepatitis B virus (HBV) surface antigen preS2 region (ad subtype). The unconjugated peptide was inoculated into four chimpanzees. Following multiple injections, all of the animals developed specific antipeptide antibodies that reacted with intact surface antigen particles bearing the preS2 moiety. All four peptide-inoculated animals were found to be protected from infection after intravenous challenge with live HBV of either the ad or ay subtypes.